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Maria Schoina and Eirini Papadopoulou 

          “Mary Shelley’s Greek Studies: An Unpublished Holograph Letter” 

This presentation takes as its subject the holograph manuscript of an 1823 letter from Thomas Jefferson Hogg 

to Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (Bodleian MS Abinger c. 46, fol.122r-122v) previously known only through 

its partial publication in Shelley and Mary (ed. Lady Shelley, 4 vols, 1882, iv. 989-90). In the part of the letter 

published before, Hogg gives advice to Mary Shelley on how to improve her Greek studies, recommending a 

specific learning methodology. In the omitted part of the letter, which this talk analyses, Hogg exemplifies the 

method he is proposing using the first five verses of Homerʼs Iliad as a working text. In light of the growing 

interest in Mary Shelleyʼs classical studies, the publication of the text of the holograph manuscript adds to the 

letter’s significance as it reveals Hogg’s possible role as her mentor in Greek and offers us clues regarding 

nineteenth-century education in the classics.   
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